
Origin Story of the Japanese Sword 

 
In Japanese mythology there appears many swords which have been woven into the history. The 

first such sword that comes to mind is the Kusawagi no Tsurugi, also known by another name, 

Ameno-Murakomo no Tsurugi. The story concerning this sword is that the god, Prince Susanoo 

(the Shinto storm god), on one of his many trips, around the island which he eventually supposed 

to rule, came to the Hi River in Izumo Province where he found the populace very much I fright. 

Learning that an eight-headed, eight-tailed dragon (Yamato-no-Orochi, aka Koshi) in the hills 

demands the yearly sacrifice of a young maiden and that the time for the sacrifice was only a few 

days away. Susanoo goes into the hills to subdue the dragon and accomplishes the feat by getting 

the dragon drunk on eight kegs of Sake for the eight heads, whereupon he slays it. Prince 

Susanoo in dismembering the dragon strikes one of the tails hitting something hard and finds it to 

be a sword. This blade he gives to his sister, the Goddess Amaterasu and the blade then becomes 

the treasure of the Japanese Emperor System. 

 

There seems to be some foundation for the story: One is that the region of Izumo was in the days 

gone by, famous for iron-sand from which Japanese swordsmiths made swords. Also some of the 

old texts mention that the Japan Sea cost was infested with bandits and robbers so probably the 

eight-headed, eight-tailed dragon may have been a gang of bandits, or it may very well have been 

a group of swordsmiths from whom Prince Susanoo extracted the famous blade. 

 

This blade later became one of the three sacred treasures of the Imperial Family and is 

supposedly enshrined at the Shrine of Atsuta (South of Nagoya). Some versions say the blade 

went down into the Inland Sea with the Infant Emperor Antoku when the Taira Clan was defeated 

at the Battle of Dan no Ura in 1185. 

 

Of the many blades of the Historical Period, some are stored in the Shosoin Repository built in 

the year 724 (and still stands today). The vast number of articles stored there were the belonging 

of Emperor Shomu who reigned from the 1st year of Shinki (724) to the 18th year of Tempei (746). 

 

Extracted from Albert Yamanaka’s Newsletters of January 1968, page 8. 

 

Of Note: Many shrines, museum repositories, and the Shosoin Repository only allow certain 

Buddhist monks and certain individuals to see the swords and other artifacts stored in them and 

only twice a year at that. Seems a shame they are hidden away. 


