
CERTIFICATE OF EXAMINATION 
 
                                                         Palmetto Pistol R2/R2 
 

Fred Novy, examiner of Palmetto Armory Arms (1850-1853). 
 
 
In January 2019, I examined Perry Hansen's Palmetto Pistol. This is the 97th Palmetto 
Pistol that I have recorded.  This Palmetto Pistol is identified by the manufacturing assembly letter 
and numberR2/R2 used by the H. ASTON company of Middletown, Connecticut during their 
manufacture of Model 1842 pistols for the US Government.  These letter and number 
combinations were stamped on the back of the barrel and breech plug in order to ensure that they 
remain together during manufacture.  It is believed that the Letter pair was struck first during initial 
assembly and the Number pair during the final steps.  In the course of manufacture, many parts 
were "Condemned “or rejected by Federal Inspectors for use in Federal pistols.  It is now well 
established that Asa Waters purchased these Federally "Condemned" but serviceable parts and 
shipped them to his partners; William Glaze and Benjamin Flagg in Columbia, South Carolina for 
assembly of serviceable Model 1842 pistols to fulfill their contract for 500 pairs with the State of 
South Carolina. * 
 
*See the excellent article: "The Origins of The Palmetto Pistols" by Lewis Southard in "Man at 
Arms" magazine, October 2000. 
 
This Palmetto Pistol, R2/R2, is all original and correct.  This pistol has been cleaned and polished 
and the stock has been lightly sanded and refinished. 
 
Lock:  The Lock is original and genuine. The Insignia with a Palmetto Tree encircled by 
"PALMETTO, ARMORY, S*C." is clearly struck forward of the hammer.  Significantly the fond and 
leaflet detail is almost completely intact.  Only the very earliest signs of central loss of detail is 
present. 
 
The "COLUMBIA S C.  1852" is sharply struck to the rear of the hammer. The period following 
the ‘S’ has already been lost as well as the tip of the top of the 5. These nearly intact features 
would indicate that this lock was struck early in production probably in June-July of 1853.  The 
internal lock parts are all original and in fine condition.  Note both the mainspring and the sear 
spring are unfinished and unpolished which is typical of serviceable parts.  
 
Stock:  The stock has been lightly sanded and refinished. Clearly the stock never had any Federal 
Cartouches, nor are there Federal inspector initials on the brass fittings. These findings are 
consistent with the use of rejected parts by the Palmetto Armory.  Under the backstrap there is 
written in pencil: "Lt. H. M. Cooper 7.N.C 1862".  This maybe period writing. 
 
Barrel:  The barrel has been cleaned and polished, but all the Palmetto markings are intact and 
clear.  The "Wm. GLAZE & CO." is deeply struck as are the "P V Palmetto tree proof mark.  Note: 
These marks are struck out of order, which is frequently seen on Palmetto arms.  Properly the "V" 
for viewed is struck first, then the "P" for proofed.  On the tang the date "1853" is clearly struck.  On 
the barrel below the bolster there is the punched out remains of the Federal "C" condemnation 
mark found on most Palmetto pistols. Of particular note, is the presence of 
a considerable amount of beautiful Palmetto Red-Brown finish, another unique feature 
of Palmetto Pistols. 
 
Ramrod:  The ramrod & swivels are original model 1842 and commonly found on Palmetto Pistols. 
 



Conclusion:  Palmetto Pistol, R2/R2, is a Fine example of one of 1000 Palmetto Pistols delivered 
to South Carolina in 1853 with exceptional lock plate markings and a considerable amount of 
beautiful Palmetto Armory Brown finish on the bottom of the barrel. 
 
I certify that this above information is correct and accurate on September 5th, 2019. 
 
Fred Novy, examiner of Palmetto Armory Arms (1850-
1853). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 

 


